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Sandford Parish Council
Minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 5th March 2026
in the Village Hall, Fanny’s Lane, Sandford, at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs, Ward, Dalton, Fyfe, Miles, Sandys and Stephens
 
In attendance: Mrs M J Mills, Clerk to the Council,
County Councillor Keable from minute no: 26/03/244
1 Member of the public

26/03/233	Apologies
Apologies were recorded on behalf Cllrs Larcombe, Crooke, Stoyle, Hooper

26/03/234	Declarations of Interest
Members were reminded that all interests must be declared prior to the item being discussed.

26/03/235	To agree the agenda between Part A and Part B (confidential information)
It was resolved to agree the agenda between Part A and Part B
Proposed: Cllr Fyfe, seconded: Cllr Sandys (all in favour)
	
26/03/236	To confirm and sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 5th  
                     February 2026
                     It was resolved to confirm and sign the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held  
                     5th February 2026 with two corrections under 26/02/223 and 26/02/226
                     Proposed: Cllr Fyfe, seconded: Cllr Dalton.

26/03/237	County Councillor Report
	The County Cllr report is at minute no: 26/03/244

26/03/238	District Councillors Reports
	District Cllr Tuffin’s report was circulated by email: (see website)

26/03/239	Public Participation
In accordance with Standing Order 3(f) members of the public are permitted to make representations and ask questions, the period set aside shall not exceed 15 minutes. It should be noted that answers will generally not be given at the meeting, where the questions are delivered, each member of the public is entitled to speak once.

A member of the public spoke about a planned “Spring Tidy” on 18th April, Tea and cakes in the Square at 11.30. 
Members were further advised that the “Welcome Pack” is always well received but the provider is no longer able to continue with it. We therefore need to find a volunteer. One suggestion was that a volunteer from the Community Shop might be well placed and willing to continue its production and delivery. The Parishioner was thanked for all her hard work
A question was raised about the outcome of the independent review on viability and change of use planning application for the Lamb Inn. Cllr Jenkins has made regular requests for updates, but there is still no outcome posted 
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on the Mid Devon Planning portal. It was suggested that a letter should be sent to Andrew Gunn at MDDC planning.

26/03/240	To receive a report from the Clerk to the Council to include payments, budget, and bank reconciliation, 
	Members were provided with bank reconciliation, list of payments and current budget information, showing the situation continues to be healthy.
It was resolved to accept the bank reconciliation, payments and current budget review.
Proposed: Cllr Miles, Seconded Cllr Stephens, (all in favour)
		                     
                                   
                                          Staff pyts                           513.80                         
            			  Staff Costs                         162.38      HMRC PAYE
                                         Bank Service chge                 4.25
		               Admin                                   35.60
              Total                                     716.03
			 
 26/03/241	To consider an update on the Neighbourhood Plan (NHP) future
· To receive nominations and appoint a steering group
· To consider a budget and funding sources 
· To consider the use of external planning support   
Cllr Ward and Cllr Fyfe recently attended training on Neighbourhood Planning. As a result of the training Cllr Fyfe advised that a “Design Order” might be the best and most achievable option for Sandford and Upton Hellions, especially given the withdrawal of funding to support NHP. It was agreed to approach Richard Marsh, Director of Place at Mid Devon District Council to find the best approach moving forward.      
Action Point: Cllrs to approach Richard Marsh 

26/03/242       To consider the Action Log
	It was agreed to note the Action Log.

26/03/243	To consider and adopt Draft Policies Preferred Contractors Policy, and additional documents.
It was resolved to adopt the Preferred Contractors Policy, subject to a review of Standing Orders and Financial Regulations in relation to procurement at the April meeting. The purpose of the Policy is to create a list of providers with the appropriate skills, qualifications, experience and insurance able to carry out Council work thus speeding the time between Council agreement and completion of works.
Proposed: Cllr Ward, seconded: Cllr Sandys, (Majority in favour one abstention)
Action Point: Agenda item
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26/03/244	To receive the report from the County Councillor
	The County Councillor’s report had been circulated (see website). He went on to advise he will be reporting on the Lamb Inn railings at the next                                 Meeting.

26/03/245	To consider planning application 26/00181/FULL
Proposal: Siting of temporary buildings for a period of 2 years, comprising two kennels, two storage buildings, a welfare building and 3 static caravans and associated car parking area for a period of two-years during the construction of the approved dog sanctuary. 
	Location: Land at NGR 283692 106367 Downhayne East Village Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 283644 / 106369
	Members agreed to submit their proposals to the Clerk for submission to MDDC
26/03/246	To consider grant applications
                               Application from the Village Hall towards replacement “blackout” curtains. 
It was resolved to make a grant of £500 towards the curtains.
Proposed: Cllr Fyfe, Seconded: Cllr Stephens (all in favour)
Action Point:	Advise Applicant

26/03/247	To consider an update on the Recognition Awards and Annual Electors Meeting date. 
Members noted the date: 28th May 2026 and venue: Sandford Parish Hall. It was agreed to invite both the MDDC Head of Planning and Adrian Devereux to the meeting to give a talk. Refreshments will be provided at the meeting 
Action Point: 	Send invitation

26/03/248	To consider moving forward with a survey and public meeting (parking obstructions to the highway)
Members agreed to circulate the survey online and in hard copy, with a closing date for return by the 19th April 2026.
It can be returned by email to the Clerk or left at the Community Shop, subject to their approval.
Action Point: 	Send out survey

26/03/249	To consider Path Maintenance – which paths need attention in the parish MDDC have offered support to Councils with path maintenance. Members resolved that the grass could be trimmed on new amenity land at Weavers Way and in front Meadowside.
	Proposed: Cllr Stephens, Seconded: Cllr Ward (all in favour)
2 Cllrs were happy to be contacted in relation to this  
Action Point: 	Contact MDDC

26/03/250   	To consider Football club - protective posts for pavilion
It was resolved to accept the previously agreed quote to install protective posts (6-inch-thick Oak posts) for which funding had been previously set aside. Steel posts were considered but rejected. The aim for the posts was to protect the pavilion form vehicles manoeuvring in the car park.
Proposed: Cllr Dalton, Seconded: Cllr Miles, (majority in favour, one abstention)
	It was further resolved to accept the previously agreed quote for remaining works at the pavilion and other works. Revised quotes were submitted 3/3/26. The work 
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	includes reinstating and repairing fencing and gates around the play area at the King George Playing Field. 
Action Point: 	contact contractor

26/03/251	To consider Path Plans (linked to the S106 monies)
It was resolved to re-engage with Elaine Barry at MDDC in connection with S106 monies in relation to footpath and cycle path improvements. SPC were responding to an email from Elaine Barry to discuss and act on the Section 106 funding for a footpath / cycleway from the Sandford village to Libbets Grange.
Action Point: 	advise Elaine Barry at MDDC

26/03/252	To consider an update on the Lamb railings (verbal)
The County Cllr advised he will give an update next meeting.

26/03/253	To receive an update on the Michael Lee Bench (verbal). The land where it was proposed to site the bench. It was agreed to bring this agenda point back to the Council when a proposal was presented about the siting of the bench

26/03/254	To receive information on correspondence received
Copy of correspondence re West Sandford Road complaint to Devon County Council.
Copy of correspondence re an update on parking & protective posts at Sandford Sports Pavillion
Were circulated to Members. The information was noted.

To confirm the venue and date of the next meeting
April 2nd 2026 at the Village Hall


26/02/230	It was resolved that under section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 that the press and public be excluded from the meeting as the following item involves likely discussion of confidential information.
	Proposed: Cllr Ward, Seconded Cllr Sandys, (all in favour)

26/02/231	To consider staff matters
	Members were updated on the current situation
 
26/02/232	It was resolved to re-admit members of the press and public
	Proposed: Cllr Ward, Seconded Cllr Sandys, (all in favour)

	There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.30pm

 

Signed ……………………………………		Dated    ………………………



